
  

Applicants should be w orking in learning support at a primary, secondary or specialist school 
for at least tw o or three hours a w eek.  
 

The NVQ requires the achievement of 7 units of competence from the national  
occupational standards. 
 

There are 5 mandatory units that each candidate must achieve.  In addition, each  
candidate is required to achieve 2 of the optional units.  Selection of optional units will be a 
matter of choice for the candidate in consultation with his/her employer, bearing in m ind 
employment requirements and the candidat es  
career aspirations. 
 

Mandatory Units 
•  Provide support for learning activities 

•  Support children’s development  

•  Help to keep children safe 

•  Contribute to positive relationships 

•  Provide effective support for your colleagues 

 
 

Optional Units—2 must be completed 
•  Support literacy and num eracy activities  
•  Support the use of information and communication technology for teaching and  
          learning 
•  Use information and communication technology to support pupils’ learning 
•  Observe and report on pupil performance 
•  Support children’s play and learning 
•  Contribute to supporting bilingual/multilingual pupils 
•  Support a child with disabilities or special educational leads 
•  Contribute to moving and handling indiv iduals 
•  Support indiv iduals during therapy sessions 
•  Support children and young people’s play 
•  Provide displays 
•  Invigilate tests and examinations 
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